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Finding Work in a Down Economy
By Greg Newkirk, GISP, GIS Manager, Fremont County, Idaho

For three years I watched 
municipal corporations shed 
jobs in response to the down 
economy. My city was not 
affected for almost a year, 
but eventually succumbed 
to lower tax revenues and 
shrinking reserves. All of 
us watched with great sad-
ness as long-time associates 
emerged from the manag-
er’s office with the dreaded 
separation packet. Every few 
months another employee 
or two was let go. Then, the 
massive layoffs began. Hun-
dreds of employees were let 
go. Fear and gloom settled 
over the entire workforce 
with the announcement of 
department mergers and 
program eliminations. The 
organization targeted senior 
staff and managers as much 
as anyone else.

Twenty-five years ago 
I came to this organization 
as part of a strategic career 
move. During that time, 
the organization provided 
enough career opportunities 
that I never left. I bought 
a house, raised my family 

and made dozens of friends, 
and my contributions to the 
Washington State Public 
Employees Retirement 
System (PERS) slowly 
became a pair of golden 
handcuffs that discouraged 
me from seeking career 
opportunities elsewhere. The 
latest plan was to retire in 
five years and live out my life 
in the Portland-Vancouver 
metropolitan area. But I was 
among those selected for 
one final massive layoff.

There was the usual 
shock and disbelief, 
then a flood of emotions 
whipped me like a storm 
in every direction. I began 
by applying for anything 
for which I was qualified. 
Responses were slow if at 
all. After many months I 
started getting interviews. 
This was when I began to 
take a greater assessment 
of the challenges ahead 
and what it was that I really 
wanted. Did I want to stay 
in my house, the Pacific 
Northwest, the West Coast 

or was I willing to relocate 
anywhere? How important 
was my career or did I just 
want to survive? I did a 
lot of soul searching and 
strategizing for a job search.

The first thing I did was 
to begin networking. This 
cannot be over-emphasized 
as it is how I obtained my 
present employment. The 
second thing I did was to 
prioritize my job search. It 
appeared to me that most 
available GIS jobs were for 
application developers, 
technicians and entry-level 
staff. I had worked at the 
senior level for the last 15 
years analyzing data and 
managing projects, which 
significantly narrowed 
the jobs available. Senior 
level jobs in the Portland-
Vancouver region appeared 
every few months. 
Nationwide they appeared 
once a week. These were the 
ones that provided me with 
interviews. Unfortunately, 
there are many highly-
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Have you talked to anyone about URISA lately? 
The more members we have, the more knowledge can be shared!
Make it a point to talk to your colleagues about the organization and 
encourage them to join. 

Introduce young professionals and students to URISA. 
Let’s expand the URISA Network together!

qualified applicants and 
each organization could 
select the “best fit”, 
meaning the job search 
could go on for a long 
time before I landed a 
job. So I also applied for 
junior level and technical 
jobs. But I ran into what 
has every appearance of 
age discrimination. I never 
got an interview for any 
of these jobs. I did get an 
interview for a mid-level 
position in North Carolina. 
This organization had 
somehow gotten beyond a 
bias against older workers. 
Still, one of the interviewers 
was honest with me and 
indicated his surprise that 
I was not applying for 
managerial positions. I was, 
but it could be a long time 
before I landed one of these 
and needed to pursue every 
option. I finally decided to 
broaden my job search to 
rural America for managerial 
positions. This is where 
younger, less experienced 
individuals often look for 
career advancement. I 

began applying for these 
positions and started to get 
calls for interviews. I stood a 
good chance of landing one 
of these positions.

During this time, a 
position appeared near 
where I first went to college. 
My daughter also went 
to the same college. She 
married someone local 
to the region and that is 
where they settled. This 
is where the networking 
I talked about earlier gets 
complicated. A friend of 
her mother-in-law told 
her about a position in 
their county government. 
She told my daughter. My 
daughter told my wife. 
Together they persuaded 
me to apply. So I sent in my 
resume and was eventually 
offered the job. 

One of the most painful 
things I have ever done 
was to leave my home and 
friends of 25 years, forced 
out by the loss of a job. I 
do not regret this decision, 
but it still hurts. Some of 
my old co-workers have 

similarly moved on and 
are doing well. One is in 
Cheney, Washington and 
another went to Grants 
Pass, Oregon. A third was 
unemployed for so long 
he took a job in Astoria, 
Oregon and flies home to 
Colorado once a month. 
I learned through the 
example of these co-workers 
and friends that the desire 
for work and the dignity 
that comes from it are 
strong motivators. In the 
end, their example is what 
helped me to make such a 
difficult decision.

On an interesting aside, 
I recently returned from a 
trip to Mt. Rushmore. The 
majesty of that monument 
is overwhelming, but I 
saw it from a different 
perspective than might have 
been expected. Most of it 
was built during the great 
depression by individuals 
of all crafts and trades, 
people who needed work 
and would take whatever 
was available. I found it 
easy to identify with them, 
more so than with the 
men they etched into the 

rock. And of these etched 
men, I found the words of 
Roosevelt (least known of 
the Rushmore presidents) 
more applicable and 
rewarding than any other. 
“The first requisite of a good 
citizen is that he shall be 
able and willing to pull his 
weight—that he shall not be 
a mere passenger.” I have 
spent much of my career 
advancing the field of GIS. I 
have also mentored people 
in the field and helped 
others find jobs. And when I 
needed it most, they helped 
me locate job opportunities. 

Ironic, this new 
position has taken me full 
circle. When I attended a 
nearby college 35 years 
ago I had a few professors 
who made a difference 
in my education. One in 
particular has a grandson 
now serving an internship 
in my department. It seems 
strange just how small the 
world really is. For years 
my wife has been telling 
me that I see the world as 
a glass half-empty. Now I 
begin to see that it is also 
half-full.

The GIS Professional    •   SEpTEmbER/OcTObER  2011   •   Page 2



Advertise in 
THE GIS professional!
For details, contact URISA  
at (847) 824-6300,  
info@urisa.org

The GIS Professional    •    SEpTEmbER/OcTObER  2011   •   Page 3

Why do URISA members value 
their membership?
Click here for the latest features. 

Have you talked to a colleague about  

URISA membership lately?

Recently I was trying to 
track down some of my 
older URISA papers and 
presentations. I wanted to 
have all (most anyway) of 
my professional papers in 
one format, in one place. 
What a job (still in progress) 
with different Mac and PC 
formats over the years, dif-
ferent Operating Systems, 
different media and differ-
ent hardware. What a chal-
lenge! 

Believe it or not, 
I still have the original 
Macs (1M) and an older 
PC (pre Windows-95) 
still in working order, but 
it was still a challenge. 
Some of the native word 
processing formats became 
incompatible over the years. 
Some of the graphic formats 
(Draw) also have become 
“unreadable” into later word 
processing packages. Even 
our picture formats have 
forced us to scan the slides 
to make them JPEGs so we 
can still see them. I will 
probably be forced to scan 
anything from the mid/late-
1980’s or earlier and hope 
that I can make it legible. I 
don’t even have hard copies 
of some of my earliest 
writings. 

Lately I have been 
working on a major initiative 
for the integration of Land 
Records and GIS. The Land 

Records 
easily go 
back to the 
founding 
of the 
Country 
so the 
notion of 
a 40-60 year title search 
to establish “chain of title” 
is commonplace. With 
integration, the challenge 
will be to establish a reliable 
link between our GIS data 
models and recorded 
instruments that comprise 
land records. Eventually we 
will also need to establish 
this linkage back over time 
in a reliable manner. We 
have our work cut out for us.

How prepared are 
we to rescue, archive 
and access our older GIS 
maps and closely-related 
attribute data? This access 
will need to be in a similar 
format to current data 
so we can understand 
the all-important trends 
in the data. Remember 
9 track tapes at various 
densities (1600, 6250 BPI’s); 
remember various hard 
formats for archive storage 
media that was very vendor 
specific? 

Even punch cards had 
different formats. Burroughs 
had a different format than 
IBM. What about EBCIDIC 

(IBM) and ASCII (everyone 
else)? Remember many of 
the software formats and 
neutral file translators for 
various graphic files? Even 
our GIS formats are giving 
us challenges. Remember 
ARCStorm (ARC STORage 
Manager). I hope the 
technical people converted 
those files when I asked 
them to in the early 1990’s. 
(No they didn’t.) Well, you 
get the picture. 

People talk about 
disaster recovery plans; do 
they ever mention historical 
data access, retrieval and 
translation? How many GIS 

programs allow for historical 
map access in terms of 
the current data model or 
access with current systems? 
Remember that data analysis 
and the understanding 
of trends are even more 
important than knowing just 
the current situation. 

We are hearing more 
about common data models 
for GIS, let’s make sure that 
we have the GIS historic 
time-slices (and key attribute 
data) available as well. 

Let me know what you 
think: peirceeichelberger1@
mac.com 

GIS Time-Sl ices ,  Digital  Media  Over  Time
By: F. Peirce Eichelberger, geographic Data Base Management Systems, Inc. 
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Moving Beyond the Technical: What skills 

do I need to know to be an effective GIS 
Manager?By Tripp Corbin, MCP, CFM, GISPSo how do we get started down the GIS road? Most of 

us started out as technicians 
after going to school and getting a degree or certifi-cate.  As GIS Technicians and 

Analysts, we get to refine our GIS skills, growing better 
and better at what we do.  At some point, someone notices how good we are and decides we should be promoted.  So we are forced 

to move beyond our com-fortable technical zone and into the next phase of our professional development.  This next phase I am talking 
about is management.This transition will bring with it a whole new set of challenges and issues that our technical background may not have prepared us for.  It is one thing to know how to administer and manage a GIS dataset.  It is quite another to administer and manage people, projects, budgets, meetings and so on.  

I always say life would be simple without 

employees or clients.  Of course without either of those I would not have a wife, a home, cable TV, food, electricity, car or any of those other things we all like to enjoy.  As a manager you must develop a completely new set of skills outside the technical ones you have been focused on up until now. You will now have to handle employee issues, manage projects, write Request for Proposals or Qualifications, write proposals, procure software, equipment and services, manage and renew software licenses, and so on.  Let’s take a look at a few of these a bit closer.
Often our first move into the realm of management comes at the project level.  We are given a small project to run and a team to manage.  I remember the first project I was given to manage. It was creating a road map for a County in Georgia.  

I thought it would be easy.  I had been a part of project teams and watched what the project leader did. He seemed to have an easy time of it so how hard could it really be?  I soon learned it was not as easy as it looked.  Project management requires a lot of attention to things I had not been concerned with as a technician such as the project scope; the project budget; developing the workflows; managing the personnel; keeping an eye on the schedule; communicating with team members and the client; ensuring you have the resources needed to complete the project and getting those you might be missing; quality control; and delivering the final project. 
Avoid Scope CreepThe first part of managing a 

project is to know what the project is, or in the official 

mailto:info@urisa.org
http://www.urisa.org/mbr_highlight


The Land Record/GIS Integrat ion Init iat ive
By: F. Peirce Eichelberger, geographic Data Base Management Systems, Inc. 

For the past year, I have been 
the industry Co-chair for the 
PRIA Land Record/GIS Inte-
gration Initiative. The Public 
Records Industry Association 
(PRIA) is comprised of local 
government Clerks and Re-
corders, the larger title com-
munity, and their industry 
partners. My government 
Co-chair is Diane Swoboda 
Peterson (Sioux City, Iowa). 
The Clerks and Recorders, as 
you know, are custodians of 
the public record. This duty 
implies that the records are 
complete, accessible and 
accurate. The Clerks and Re-
corders are now understand-
ing that a GIS linkage can 
make access to their records 
easier, often more reliable, 
and can support a larger user 
community. Sounds like an 
important campaign pledge.

The GIS linkages can 
provide totally new keys 
and methods for indexing, 
accessing and verifying the 
correct instruments or land 
records. This verification 
step is particularly important 
since it can provide a visual 
check as to the proper parcel, 
property or instrument. Plus 
it makes the records more 
accessible to the public and 
average citizens without 
them having to master the 
grantor/grantee indices to 
access the public records. 
Instead they may be able to 
access their deed by the situs 
address of their property. Yes, 
it is the property two doors 
down from the corner lot! 
These new means of record 
access will also support the 

substantial title community 
that makes its livelihood from 
government records. 

The Clerks and Recorders 
are also realizing that some 
of the most important users 
of their data are GIS folks 
responsible for GIS map 
maintenance and many 
assessment staff that use 
the instruments to update 
the mass appraisal data (sale 
prices) and systems. 

These new ways of 
accessing land records 
means that more people 
can access and share the 
records thus making them 
more accurate and reliable. 
Making for a more accurate 
“public record” benefits 
everyone, especially the 
general public. This accuracy 
argument is becoming so 
compelling that some Clerks 
and Recorders are charging 
a small verification fee to 
ensure that the proper PIN 
or UPI (Uniform Property 
Identification) Number is 
included for all recorded 
documents that apply to 
land records. This revenue 
stream comes at a crucial 
time in local government 
where new revenues can 
be used to pay for record/
system improvements, new 
aerial photographs, etc. 

The PRIA initiative 
consists of a number of 
mutually supportive tasks. 
Early deliverables include 
a number of background 
briefs that provide more 
details about the initiative. A 

number of workshops and 
webinars are also available. 
A future “standard” will help 
drive vendor (both land 
record and GIS) connections 
and new enhancements. 
Check the PRIA web site for 

more details. www.pria.us
This initiative can 

greatly impact GIS folks. 
Do you know who your 
Recorder (Clerk) is? Let me 
know what you think… 
peirceeichelberger1@mac.com

We help you put
GIS to work!

206-263-5220
www.kingcounty.gov/gis/training

Professional GIS training in our 
Seattle facility or at your site.
Professional GIS training in our 
Seattle facility or at your site.

GIS TRAINING
EXPRESS  ™

✔ URISA’s Pacific Northwest 
Education Center

✔ ESRI®-Authorized Classes

✔ Custom Classes Created 
and taught by working GIS 
professionals

✔ GIS Academy
“Beyond the Basics”

✔ GIS Certification Institute 
Qualified Earn GISCI points

✔ Veterans’ GI Bill Benefits
Selected programs of study at the 
King County GIS Center are 
approved for those eligible to 
receive benefits under Title 38 and 
Title 10, USC.
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Engaging Inner City Youth through Community Participatory Mapping
Wansoo Im, Ph.D. & Jerilyn Krakower, VERTICES

“I never pictured myself 
helping out the community, 
but then I saw a big differ-
ence. If I do something, I 
can change it. If we all do 
something, we can change 
it even more.” “This pro-
gram has changed my 
perspective on going to 
college.” These are words 
from Hispanic students from 
Franklin Township High 
School (FHS) who attended 
the community mapping 
event. The students gained 
a sense of empowerment 
at their ability to help and 
learn about their own com-
munities, the bonds they 
had formed with their peers, 
a newfound motivation to 
apply to college, and an 
overall sense of personal 
growth.

IMSOCIO is a 
partnership born out the 
relationship between Dr. 
Wansoo Im and SOCIO 
(Scholars Organizing 
Culturally Innovative 
Opportunities) that 
seeks to engage youth in 
their communities and 
focuses on utilizing GIS 
as an instrument to direct 
students in a positive and 
productive way. This is 
accomplished by educating 
them on their physical 
and natural environment 
through GIS technology. 
The various initiatives 
undertaken by IMSOCIO 
encourage participants to 

use this knowledge and 
apply it to serving their 
communities and promoting 
healthy lifestyles.

An element of 
this process included a 
Community Mapping Event 
as part of the Safe Routes 
to School Initiative. On 
September 10, 2011, FHS 
students and volunteers 
from Rutgers University 
conducted a walking survey 
of an area consisting of a 
half-mile radius around 
Pine Grove Elementary 
School in Somerset, NJ. 
Groups assessed and 
documented sidewalk 
or crosswalk conditions, 
motorist behavior and 
traffic regulations, as well as 
any pieces of garbage left 
in the streets. The groups 
then inputted the data into 
interactive maps that list 
and photographically depict 
the conditions of a particular 
point. This was done in 
an effort to generate 
community awareness of 
walking conditions in their 
town by using community 
participatory mapping.

The Safe Routes to 
School Initiative began as 
a way to make routes to 
school safer for children 
and to encourage healthy 
habits. Sub-par sidewalks 
or crosswalks, reckless 
drivers and absent safety 

regulations leave children 
ill-equipped or unable to 
walk to school and create 
a reliance on vehicular 
transportation. This 
discourages healthful 
tendencies, causes traffic 
congestion, contributes to 
environmental pollutants 
and accumulates into a high 
economic cost. However, 
this issue is often overlooked 
or has been demoted to 
the bottom of the priority 
list during these tough 
economic times. By raising 
awareness on the safety 
hazards these conditions 
impose, IMSOCIO hopes to 
make walking routes usable 
for all citizens, especially 
children and the disabled.

The Community 
Mapping Event was 
organized to capitalize 
on creativity and 
resourcefulness in order 
to accomplish its goals 
without waste. The half-
mile radius was divided 
into 26 zones, two or three 
of which were assigned 
to each group. Sidewalk 
or crosswalk points were 
virtually designated along 
walking routes, and then 
maps of these zones and 
their walking routes were 
printed and distributed. 
The groups, each 
consisting of two Franklin 
High School students, 

a Rutgers University 
volunteer and an adult 
supervisor, walked along 
the routes and recorded 
their observations on the 
conditions of the roads.

One student in each 
group was also asked to 
bring a Smartphone to 
take photos of any garbage 
that was left on the streets 
and upload the photos 
to an interactive map on 
using customized Google 
Map application for SRTS 
(Mappler) and iPhone apps 
(MapplerMobile). Milk 
cartons, plastic bags, beer 
bottles and other pieces 
of garbage were recorded 
in order to emphasize the 
need for street clean-up and 
proper trash disposal.

After the walking survey 
was conducted and all the 
data was collected, the 
groups made their way to 
a Rutgers computer lab to 
input all the information. 
By logging on to http://
www.imsocio.org/srts, the 
students were able to click 
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Engaging Inner City Youth through Community Participatory Mapping
Wansoo Im, Ph.D. & Jerilyn Krakower, VERTICES

on a point on the virtual 
map that corresponded to 
a point observed on their 
printed maps and designate 
it as a crosswalk or sidewalk. 
After uploading the photos 
and submitting their work, 
the map allows the user 
to click on a sidewalk or 
crosswalk icon that lists 
all the forty-three survey 
conditions that were 
observed virtually.

In a post-event survey, 
most participants indicated 
that they were surprised 
by the extent of unsafe 
conditions and recognized 
a need to improve upon the 
existing sidewalks or to add 
new ones. However, there 
was also an enthusiastic 
response to the event and 
its impact on them. One 
FHS student said, “My 
response to this event 
was definitely a positive 

one due to the hard work 
and determination shown 
by myself and my peers. 
I enjoyed helping the 
community and making 
a difference.” A Rutgers 
volunteer noted, “The 
event was informative and 
I enjoyed working with the 
high school students. They 
were very enthusiastic, 
which made it fun!” All 
participants indicated that 
they would participate in 
an event similar to this one 
again and offered support 
for the Safe Routes to 
School Initiative.

One week later, 
on September 17, 
2011, IMSOCIO held a 
presentation of the event 
at Rutgers University for 
their parents and other local 
community members. The 
presentation was geared 
towards all of IMSOCIO’s 

initiatives, but focused 
primarily on the IMSOCIO 
Community Mapping Event. 
The presentation began with 
opening words from Dr. 
Im and Enrique Noguera, 
Program Coordinator 
for Youth Development 
& Education at Rutgers 
University. They welcomed 
the guests, explained 
the mission of IMSOCIO 
and gave a summary of 
its initiatives. Following 
their introduction, Rutgers 
University senior and event 
coordinator Jerilyn Krakower 
gave a presentation 
explaining the IMSOCIO 
Community Mapping 
Event. The presentation 
was supplemented by 
Nathaly Noguera, a 
Franklin Township High 
School Spanish teacher 
and IMSOCIO coordinator, 
who provided Spanish 
translations.

After the event 
summary, each student 
spoke about how 
involvement in the 
organization made an 
impact on his or her 
academic and personal 
growth. Encouraged by Mrs. 
Noguera, they followed 
their reflections in Spanish. 
Dr. Im then asked the 
parents to provide some 
words of support for their 

children. Destyn Fuller-
Hope’s mother commented, 
“I’ve seen a lot of growth 
in him and I’m very, very 
proud of him. I’m very 
glad that he learned how 
to become a community 
person and how to help 
serve his community. This 
was one of the best choices 
he has made.” Finally, Mr. 
Noguera distributed Rutgers 
University backpacks, 
pens and lanyards to 
them students as a reward 
for their hard work and 
to incite enthusiasm for 
their upcoming college 
applications.

Some of IMSOCIO’s 
other initiatives include the 
Garbage and Recycling, Oral 
History, and College Access 
projects. The Garbage and 
Recycling Disposal team 
has made it their mission to 
encourage “green” habits 
throughout Somerset 
by using GIS to map the 
locations of recycling and 
trash receptacles in the 
area. The Oral History 
initiative members seek 
to get in touch with their 
roots by interviewing 
residents of the Raritan 
Health and Extended Care 
Center Nursing Home and 
mapping the locations of 
where they went to school 
or grew up as children. The 

continued on page 11
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Data Sharing Solution – 
Part 2
I’ve used the last two 
President’s columns to write 
about data sharing and I’m 
going to continue that pat-
tern now. As I said in the 
last column, there are three 
primary issues that impede 
data sharing: privacy/con-
fidentiality, liability, and 
funding. One or more of 
these three issues, in various 
forms, are raised every time 
someone tells me they can’t 
share data, no matter how 
much they may want to. 
And the structural issue of 
silos or stovepipes that exist 
in most organizations also 
impedes data sharing.

I believe there are two 
components to the data 
sharing solution:
•	 a framework to deal 

with the legal and 
policy issues, and 

•	 a standardized 
methodology to 
measure accrued 
geospatial return on 
investment 
To deal with the liability 

and privacy/confidentiality 
issues, we need a legal and 
policy framework based on 
the following assumptions:
•	 Public data are funded 

for public purposes. 
Public records laws 
support the availability 
of public information 
for accountability to, 
and the fair treatment 
of, all citizens.

•	 Public data should be 
readily available to the 

public, to the extent 
legally appropriate. 
This only happens 
when development, 
maintenance, and 
access to public data is 
funded appropriately. 

•	 Public data should be 
carefully managed as a 
government trust. 

•	 Public business 
processes, particularly 
those involving multiple 
levels of government, 
require high quality 
data, put in electronic 
form using the latest 
technology.

•	 Sharing public 
data with other 
public agencies 
reduces duplicative 
data collection, 
development, 
maintenance, and 
distribution efforts. 

•	 Sharing data with other 
public agencies enables 
better government 
services.
That legal and policy 

framework will serve as a 
model that states can use 
to collaboratively revise 
their public records laws. 
If properly developed, the 
framework can assist in 
developing governance 
structures and processes 
that will institutionalize data 
sharing connections across 
silos.

The Coalition of 
Geospatial Organizations 
is going to be asked at its 
meeting in November by 

URISA and the National 
States Geographic 
Information Council 
(NSGIC), two of its member 
organizations, to take on 
the initial development of a 
data sharing legal and policy 
framework. From URISA’s 
perspective, this framework 
should be a good model 
for organizations in many 
countries to use.

Once a framework has 
been drafted and agreed 
upon by the geospatial 
stakeholder organizations, it 
may make sense to engage 
other organizations, like 
the National Governor’s 
Association, the National 
Conference of State 
Legislatures, the National 
Association of Counties, the 
National Association of State 
Budget Officers and others 
for help and guidance on 
implementation.

The process outlined 
above may take five years, 
but at the end we will have 
something that allows us 
to resolve the data sharing 

issues consistently and 
comprehensively. If we don’t 
start down this path, if we 
continue doing what we’re 
doing now, we’ll be in this 
same position five years 
from now…the position 
we’ve occupied for the 
last 25+ years. I encourage 
everyone to become 
involved in the solution.

There is still, however, 
the issue of funding. 
I’ve said repeatedly that 
there is plenty of money 
to fund geospatial data 
development, that the 
problem is nearly always 
a matter of prioritization 
by executives. I say this 
because there is substantial 
documentation that in the 
United States, organizations 
duplicate geospatial data 
development at a much 
greater cost than developing 
it once and reusing it many 
times. If organizations are 
properly and sufficiently 
funded to create geospatial 
data that is accurate and 
standardized so that it can 
be reused, the pressure to 
charge a fee for sharing data 
will dissolve.

I believe the key to 
convincing executives 
to prioritize geospatial 
data development is 
authoritatively measuring 
and articulating the 
return on investment 
that has already accrued 
from geospatial data 
and technology use. 

President’s  Column

continued on page 11

Cy Smith, URISA President 2010-2011
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Book Review

Building European Spatial 
Data Infrastructures
Second Edition
Author: Ian Masser
publisher: ESRI Press, 380 
New York Street, Redlands, 
CA 92373-8100
Second edition published 
2010
Copyright 2007, 2010 ESRI
ISBN 978-1-58948-266-1

Reviewed By: Edith Hoffman 
Konopka, GISP – State of New 
Jersey

Building European Spatial 
Data Infrastructures has a 
European theme, a Euro-
pean flavor, and is by a Euro-
pean author; yet it explores 
material also of potential 
interest to a North American 
and worldwide audience. 

Two sections or 
themes of this book 
could be described as 
“GIS background,” and 
“European Spatial Data 
Infrastructures” The GIS 
background section is 
suitable for any audience. 
The European Spatial Data 
Infrastructures section 
is more suitable for GIS 
policy wonks. There are 
five chapters in 87 pages, 
plus a foreword, preface, 
acknowledgements, 
references, and 
abbreviations list. There is 
no index.

The first two chapters 
describe major subject 
areas and sectors in which 
Geographic Information 
Systems are widely used, 
and the basics of GIS 
operations, spatial data, and 
Spatial Data Infrastructures. 
Dr. Masser describes the 
goal of an SDI “to facilitate 
access to geographic 
information assets ... with a 
view to maximising overall 
usage.” This short, readable 
section provides a good 
introduction or quick review 
for intelligent non-experts, 
such as high level decision-
makers.

The third through 
fifth chapters give detailed 
descriptions of Spatial Data 
Infrastructure projects and 
organizations in Europe, 
including regional, national 
and international efforts. 
A number of the leaders 
of these efforts also are 
introduced, by vita and/
or quotes from their work. 
Close reading of this 
section is suitable mainly 
for SDI developers and 
managers; for accounts of 
the challenges they are likely 
to encounter, for potential 
sources of examples and 
advice, and for a view of the 
context of their efforts.

Chapter 3 gives an 
overview of SDI status in 
European countries, detailed 
descriptions of financial 
and organizational history 
of several unusually well-
developed efforts (Northern 
Ireland, the Netherlands, 
Spain’s Catalonia region,) 
and short summaries of five 
others. 

Chapter 4 is devoted 
to the INSPIRE initiative 
(Infrastructure for Spatial 
Information in Europe.) 
Because of the broad reach 
of INSPIRE (the entire 
European Union,) the large 
number of GIS standards 
adopted or planned 
for INSPIRE, and the 
international focus of the 
INSPIRE portal, this chapter 
is the one most likely to 

be of interest to a North 
American GIS audience. The 
INSPIRE data themes include 
foundational or framework 
layers, governmental and 
regulatory geography, and 
a large number of natural 
and environmental layers. 
The latter reflect the cross-
border environmental 
management impetus for 
INSPIRE. The thirty-four 
layers are listed in Table 4.2.

INSPIRE involves large 
numbers of governments 
and interest groups. Dr. 
Masser’s account does full 
justice to the complexity 
of moving such an effort 
forward. It will come as no 
surprise to anyone familiar 
with data sharing issues that 
one of the major hurdles 
in developing INSPIRE 
was the desire of some 
individual governments to 
charge for access to their 
data, or even for access 
to a catalog. INSPIRE is a 
work in progress; planned 
further development also is 
described.

Chapter 5 gives a brief 
account of issues and trends 
for future SDI development 
in Europe and elsewhere. 
Dr. Masser emphasizes the 
need for purposeful efforts 
to encourage ongoing 
cooperation among 
stakeholders in order to 
construct and maintain any 
widely-useful SDI.
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URISA’s Exemplary Systems 
in Government (ESIG) 
Awards recognize excep-
tional achievements in the 
application of information 
technology that have im-
proved the delivery and 
quality of government ser-
vices. URISA is pleased to 
announce the winners of 
this year’s ESIG Awards. 
  
ENTERpRISE SYSTEmS 
cATEGORY - Systems in 
this category are outstand-
ing and working examples 
of using information systems 
technology in a multi-
department environment 
as part of an integrated 
process. These systems 
exemplify effective use of 
technology yielding wide-
spread improvements in the 
process(es) and/or service(s) 
involved and/or cost savings 
to the organization. 
  
2011 ESIG Winner: URA 
Digital 3D Urban model 
System  
Submitted by Mr. Peter Quek 
Ser Hwee, Director Corporate 
Development, Information 
Systems - Urban Redevelop-
ment Authority, Republic of 
Singapore 
  
This solution was deemed 
exemplary by the ESIG Re-
view Committee because this 
system was built not only to 
innovatively serve the needs 
of the jurisdiction and the 
community, but to embrace a 
cutting edge technology.  The 
combination of 3D technol-
ogy with 2D GIS technology 
has provided URA staff and 

their community with the 
tools to visualize the impact 
of urban development. The 
visual analysis provides a 
value added segment to the 
evaluation processes sup-
porting the most educated 
decisions when building a 
greater Singapore. The use of 
3D visualization has become a 
tool for Singapore’s marketing 
and communication of their 
land use plans. Quantitative 
impacts were given in terms of 
both “man-days” and mon-
ies saved to date, along with 
estimates of future benefits. 
Many different groups are 
now making use of the system 
and specific examples were 
given of projects/studies that 
used the system, along with 
visual representations for 
each.  This is a unique appli-
cation in that it presented an 
innovative system for produc-
ing visualizations of Singa-
pore.  The videos and images 
produced by the solution 
portray the vision of and for 
Singapore. Projects like these 
move the GIS and planning 
industries forward. 
  
Distinguished Systems in 
this category:
•	 cAGIS Enterprise 

county Wide 
construction 
coordination System 
Submitted by Raj 
Chundur, CAGIS 
Administrator, CAGIS - 
Cincinnati (Ohio) Area 
Geographic Information 
System

•	 city of calgary 
cadastral 

management System 
(cmS) 
Submitted by Arne 
Svedahl, Leader - Land 
Asset Information & 
Mapping Infrastructure 
& Information, Corporate 
Services - City of Calgary, 
Alberta, Canada

•	 imApS: Using 
collaboration and 
Technology to 
color Outside the 
Organizational Lines 
Submitted by Charles 
Friddle, Director - Wake 
County (North Carolina) 
GIS and Colleen Sharpe, 
Raleigh GIS Manager, 
City of Raleigh

•	 portage county 
Enterprise Wide GIS 
Submitted by Brian 
Kelley, CIO – Portage 
County (Ohio)

SINGLE pROcESS SYS-
TEmS cATEGORY - Systems 
in this category are outstand-
ing and working examples of 
applying information system 
technology to automate a 
specific SINGLE process or 
operation involving one de-
partment or sub-unit of an 
agency. The system applica-
tion results in extended and/
or improved government 
services that are more effi-
cient and/or save money.  
  
2011 ESIG Winner: phila-
delphia Stormwater 
billing Application - 
“phillyStormwater” 
Submitted by Joanne Dahme, 
Watersheds Program Manag-

er, City of Philadelphia (Penn-
sylvania) Water Department 
  
This solution was deemed 
exemplary by the ESIG Review 
Committee because it is an 
application that has benefited 
all stakeholders, including 
both the Philadelphia Water 
Department staff and the 
public alike. The System is an 
application in green storm 
water management that uses 
GIS to assess impervious site 
areas. It gives the public easy 
access to - and transparency 
to – storm water charges, and 
the ability to see the effect 
on their bills should prop-
erty owners consider greener 
strategies. Processes have also 
been developed to address 
the data quality and consis-
tency issues as they arise. The 
PhillyStormwater system has 
made a substantial impact on 
the new storm water billing 
process and saved hundreds 
of hours for the Water De-
partment staff members per 
month. The system is the larg-
est of its type in the country 
and certainly is progressive in 
the way it charges for storm 
water management costs. 
  
Distinguished System in 
this category:
•	 clark county Utility 

Tracker (c-cut) 
Submitted by Dan Kaler, 
GIS Coordinator – Clark 
County (Washington)

URISA congratulates all 
of the participants in the 
2011 Exemplary Systems 
in Government Award pro-

URISA Announces 2011 Exemplary Systems in Government Award Winners

continued on page 11
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College Access program 
focused on identifying the 
underlying causes behind 
the excessive high school 
drop-out rate and modest 
college attendance rate of 
low-income Latinos. They 
then implement strategies 
like SAT prep programs and 
to maps the locations of 
different internship locations 
the students can utilize to 
strengthen their college 
applications to reverse these 
trends and avoid becoming 
statistics themselves.

The goal of IMSOCIO 
is to make these programs 
sustainable and to keep 
students involved in 
community initiatives. By 
doing so, the organization 
hopes to expand the 
benefits of the program 
and make them long-
term and life-changing. 
These initiatives ultimately 
empowers them to take 
action and make change, 
recognize their own 
potential and not impede 
their own advancement 
because of the lack of 
resources. This organization 
seeks to make them aware 
of their own ability to 

Inner City continued from page 7

extend themselves to 
reach for resources that 
might not always be 
readily available, but are 
still accessible. In terms of 
community involvement, 
IMSOCIO hopes to make 
its members cognizant of 
their responsibility to the 
community they live in, 
and to make them active 
contributors, not merely 
passive, disinterested 
residents. Lastly, IMSOCIO 
strives to stimulate personal 
growth amongst the 
students by broadening 
their perspectives and 
enhancing the scope of their 
worlds, while fostering pride 
in their communities and 
their heritage.

For more information 
about the project, visit 
www.imsocio.org or search 
for us on Facebook under 
“Community Mapping”. 
For more information about 
the Safe Routes to School 
Initiative, contact Jerilyn 
Krakower at gis@vertices.
com or call 732-418-9135. 
This project was done with 
assistance from VERTICES’ 
community outreach 
program.

The Federal Geographic 
Data Committee has 
recently funded a study in 
Multnomah County, Oregon 
that will test a new ROI 
model developed for King 
County, Washington by Dr. 
Richard Zerbe, an economist 
with the University of 
Washington. Using a 
new, standardized ROI 
methodology developed by 
an economist experienced 
in benefit/cost studies (Dr. 
Zerbe runs the Benefit/Cost 
Center at the Evans School 
of Public Affairs at UW) 
will make it much easier 
to convince the budget 
and accounting officials 
that executives rely on for 
investment decisions.

Once the Zerbe 
ROI model is thoroughly 
tested, over the next few 
months, it should be used 
by as many existing GIS 
programs as possible to 
measure their accrued 
return on investment. 
As that happens, those 
organizations will have a 
strong case for additional 
investment in geospatial 

data development. Other 
organizations will be 
able to point to the ROI 
measurements by existing 
programs to make the case 
for initial GIS technology 
and data investments.

Again, this second 
component of the data 
sharing solution will likely 
take several years to fully 
develop, but there will 
eventually be a body of 
evidence (not predictive 
estimates) that justifies 
sufficient geospatial data 
funding, eliminating the 
need to charge a fee for 
geospatial data use or 
sharing.

So, a two-pronged 
approach to a consistent, 
comprehensive data sharing 
solution is underway. I 
encourage everyone with 
an interest in this issue to 
get involved and lend your 
support and expertise. We 
will need everyone’s best 
thinking and effort to finally 
resolve this long-standing 
problem. Watch the URISA 
publications for information 
about how to get involved.

President continued from page 8

gram. For more information and to read each winning and 
distinguished system submission, visit http://www.urisa.
org/2011ESIG  
                              
All of these exemplary systems will be celebrated during the 
Awards Breakfast at GIS-Pro 2011: URISA’s 49th Annual Con-
ference in Indianapolis on November 3, 2011. Most of the 
systems will also be presented within the conference pro-
gram so attendees can learn more about each one. 

Awards continued from page 10
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Not long ago, the public 
could view information 
about closures and other 
events for roads in unincor-
porated King County only 
as a text-based table on the 
King County Road Services 
Division website (above left). 
Citizens often had difficulty 
understanding the alert 
descriptions, especially the 
locations and extents of the 
alert events. The most fre-
quent public request for im-
provements to the website 
was to map the alerts.

Road Services 
determined that to satisfy 
the public need for better 
access to road alert 
information two applications 
were needed: a public-
facing, interactive web map 
for the display of road alerts, 
and a map-based editor that 
would give Road Services 
staff the ability to perform 
data creation and updates, 
plus real-time data posting 
for road alert events from 

internal work sites as well 
as off-site locations. Since 
the Road Services Division 
did not have GIS developer 
resources of their own at 
that time, they turned to the 
KCGIS Center for help.

Application Development
The new road alert mapping 
project, which involved a 
close project-long collabora-
tion between Road Services 
and KCGIS Center staff, 
dovetailed with the matura-
tion of Esri’s ArcGIS Server 
web mapping technology 
which had recently been 
acquired by King County 
GIS. The road alert internal 
data editor and the public-
facing map viewer, which 
was eventually re-christened 
“My Commute,” would be-
come the first King County 
ArcGIS Server applications.

Roads Services staff 
manage road alert data in 
an ArcSDE feature class (a 
standard type of database-

Business Sector
County government; public road 
system management, public infor-
mation

Client
King County Department of Trans-
portation, Road Services Division

Location
King County, Washington

Date
2008–present

Purpose
•	 Provide easy-to-use public 

access to information about 
road-use restrictions and road 
closures

•	 Develop a map-based 
application for creating and 
editing this information

Services Required
•	 GIS programming, including map viewer 

application development and website 
integration

•	 Custom cartography

Technologies Employed
.NET and JavaScript programming
ArcGIS Server

Key Deliverables 
•	 Data editing application for agency staff use
•	 Web-based interactive map viewer
•	 Custom countywide base maps

Go to My Commute
gismaps.kingcounty.gov/rc_viewer

King County GIS Center 

My Commute Project Fact File

The GIS Professional    •   SEpTEmbER/OcTObER  2011   •   Page 12



stored map layer). The data 
are stored as lines rather 
than points in order to 
show the full spatial extent 
of affected roadways. It is 
important that when a new 
line is created to represent 
an alert it snaps to the 
corresponding road line 
segments. To achieve this 
with the editor application, 
we created it using Esri’s 
“WebADF” API (application 
programming interface) 
in the Windows “.NET” 
programming environment 
because, at that time, of 
the several ArcGIS Server 
APIs that Esri offered, 
WebADF was the only one 
that supported SDE feature 
editing and snapping. 

The editor application is 
used by a limited number of 
people. But the map viewer 
application is what provides 
access to the road alerts for 
the public at large. Like the 
editor, the viewer is a .NET 
application, but for it we used 
the Esri JavaScript API which 
provides high performance 
and ease of use in web 
browsers as well as a robust 
selection of map control and 
display widgets and effects 
through its included “Dojo” 
JavaScript library.

Impacts of the 
implementation
While My Commute made it 
easier for the public to visu-
alize road alerts, it presented 
a new problem. All state- 
and city-managed roads, 

which are outside of King 
County’s purview, appeared 
to be open regardless of 
their actual condition. For 
those who noted the lack of 
road alert information from 
other jurisdictions, a typi-
cal plea was, “Something 
needs to be done to get 
ONE source of road closure 
information for all of King 
County in ONE place.”

The problem was lack 
of integration between 
the agencies that manage 
roads. Drivers see one 
interconnected road network, 
while transportation agencies 
see overlapping but distinctly 
separate jurisdictions. So 
King County Road Services 
returned to the KCGIS Center 
to request an enhancement 
to the map viewer—the 
addition of Washington 
State Department of 
Transportation (WSDOT) 
data.

WSDOT agreed to let 
us access their own live-
data web service which 
provides a list of statewide 
road alerts. But their alerts 
are published in a different 
format than ours. Theirs 
are stored as points not 
lines, and the locations are 
defined in latitude/longitude 
coordinates whereas King 
County spatial data is stored 
in a State Plane coordinate 
system.

In order to add 
WSDOT road alerts to the 
map viewer we created a 
proxy page in .NET that 
consumes the WSDOT 

web service, filters out 
the alerts that are not in 
the King County extent 
and vicinity, and then 
translates the points into 
the  KCGIS map projection 
and coordinate system 
using the ArcGIS Server 
geometry service. The 
points are then assigned 
graphic symbology similar 
to the King County alerts 
and added to the map 
viewer as a layer that users 
can turn on and off.

A well-rounded map viewer
Another major component 
of the road alert viewer 
speaks directly to the My 
Commute theme: a traffic 
cameras map layer. Roads 
Services maintains a GIS 
point file of the locations 
of traffic cameras that are 
owned and operated by 
King County, WSDOT, and 
several other agencies. 
These points also store the 
Internet addresses (URLs) 
for the traffic camera im-
ages which are recorded at 
regular intervals. We added 
this point layer to the My 
Commute viewer and wrote 
JavaScript code that opens 
a pop-up window when a 
user clicks on a traffic cam-
era symbol. The pop-up 
displays the most recent 
camera image and it auto-
matically updates the image 
if left open.

One more key element 
which enables users to get 
the most out of the map 
viewer is a good set of base 
maps on which to overlay 
the road alert and travel 
information. The  KCGIS 
Center contributed here also 
by designing an integrated 
series of countywide base 
maps at thirteen different 
scales. The base maps are 

stored as ArcGIS Server 
map caches. Custom map 
design, plus ongoing and 
regular base map updates 
using the latest King County 
GIS data, help ensure that 
My Commute users are 
seeing accurate, up-to-date, 
and authoritative data in a 
highly readable map display. 
In addition, the availability 
of these base maps has 
helped facilitate the rapid 
development of other 
applications throughout 
King County GIS.

Ongoing development
Esri has now incorporated 
editing and snapping ca-
pabilities in their JavaScript 
API, and they have an-
nounced that the  WebADF 
will be retired. We will re-
write the road alert editor 
for the JavaScript API.

With the success and 
visibility of My Commute, 
many other cities have 
expressed an interest in 
sharing road alert information 
which, like the WSDOT data, 
can be mashed up in a single 
map viewer.

To Learn More
Contact KCGIS Center Client 
Services Manager, Dennis 
Higgins: dennis.higgins@
kingcounty.gov / 206-263-
4523.
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URISA 2011 Election Results Announced

URISA is pleased to announce the results of its 2011 Board of 
Directors Election. J. Allison (Al) Butler will become President-
Elect of the association and Tripp Corbin, Cindy Post and Teresa 
Townsend will begin their terms as members of the Board of 
Directors, at the close of GIS-Pro 2011: URISA’s 49th Annual 
Conference in Indianapolis, Indiana, November 1-4, 2011.
 
Al Butler, GISP is the Capital Improvement 
Program Manager for the City of Ocoee, 
Florida. He remarked, “I appreciate being 
selected by the members and will work 
hard to fulfill the strategic direction I de-
scribed in my campaign statement: high 
value for the dues paid.  URISA needs to 
make a difference in the lives of its mem-
bers by building the GIS profession.  I look 
forward to working with the other Board members, staff, the 
chapters, and our committees.  I want each member to 
feel like they can talk to me at any time.”

Three new directors were elected by the URISA membership 
to serve a three-year term on the URISA Board, also begin-
ning in November. The three new Board members are:
•	 Tripp Corbin, MCP, CFM, GISP - eGIS Associates, 

Duluth, Georgia
•	 Cindy Post - University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta 

Canada

Al Butler 

Tripp Corbin 

Teresa Townsend

Cindy Post

•	 Teresa Townsend, AICP - Planning 
Communities LLC, Raleigh, North 
Carolina

At the close of GIS-Pro 2011 in Indianapo-
lis the terms of service for these Board 
members will conclude:
•	 Kathrine Cargo, GISP, AICP 

(Immediate Past President) - Orleans 
Parish Communication District, New 
Orleans, Louisiana

•	 Clare Brown, GISP - New Orleans 
Regional Planning Commission, New 
Orleans, Louisiana

•	 Karen Stewart, GISP - Esri Canada, 
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada

Note that the term of recently-deceased 
Board member, Mike Lovett would have 
also concluded on November 4. 
 
We thank them all, in advance, for their 
dedication and service to URISA and an-
ticipate many more years of continued 
involvement.

Welcome New Business Member
GeoTechVision Enterprises Limited
Unit #8A Seymour Park
2 Seymour Park Avenue
Kingston 6, Jamaica, W.I.
Phone: 876-620-4513
Web: www.techvisionenterprise.com
Email: sales@techvisionenterprise.com
Key Contact: Valrie Grant

 
Based in Jamaica, GeoTechVision Enterprises Limited is a team of qualified professionals who specialize in innovative spa-
tial technology and provide clients with high-end geospatial products and services, practical advice and solutions. Our 
mission is to promote, encourage and facilitate the growth of geospatial technology by keeping pace with technological 
advancements and thereby provide cutting edge solutions that meet specific needs. The enterprise boasts to provide 
fast response, informed expertise and consistently high quality solutions and such is by virtue of the extensive experi-
ence in GIS systems in Caribbean environments, through the implementation of various technology solutions through-
out the region.

GeoTechVision Enterprise specializes in, among other services, GIS Consultancy, GIS Training, Personal and Vehicle 
Tracking and Mapping Solutions.
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Chapter  Corner

mAcURISA’s Fall meeting 
will take place on December 
6 at the Community College 
of Philadelphia
Topics:
•	 ArcGIS 10: Metadata 

Challenges and 
Solutions - By John 
Bocchino, NJDEP

•	 GIS Return on 
Investment - By Doug 
Adams, Dewberry

 
MACURISA has also started 
planning for their 2012 Con-
ference in fall of 2012, likely 
to take place in Atlantic City.

Rocky mountain URISA 
just awarded their an-
nual scholarship.  They also 
awarded a free workshop as 
a giveaway during the GIS 
in the Rockies conference, 
which went great.  We put 
on two different pre-confer-
ence workshops, bringing in 
over $3k after expenses:
•	 Analyzing Census and 

American Community 
Survey Data in GIS, and 

•	 Asset Management: 
Planning, Strategy 
and Implementation, 
a URISA Certified 
Workshop 

Georgia URISA will be 
hosting its 2011 Georgia 
URISA Workshop on 
October 13 – 14, 2011 at 
the Unicoi State park 
and Lodge in Helen, GA. 
Workshop topics will include 
Asset Management, Field 
Automation Options for Lo-
cal Government, GIS in the 
Cloud and a GIS Certifica-

tion Roundtable Discussion. 
For more details, please go 
to www.gaurisa.org or con-
tact Xavier Davis, Georgia 
URISA Conference and
Workshop Chair, at events@
gaurisa.org.

WAURISA is partnering 
with neighboring chap-
ter ORURISA and the Esri 
Northwest office to jointly 
offer a workshop entitled 
GIS on-line and cloud 
computing on November 
17, 2011. Several locations 
in Washington will simul-
cast the workshop through 
webex and phone with Esri 
staff also available at those 
locations. The workshop is 
focused on the delivery of 
GIS content and computing 
through the internet and 
cloud based computing.  
 
WAURISA is working on 
plans for the next Washing-
ton GIS Conference, May 
7 - 9, 2012, at the Greater 
Tacoma Convention & Trade 
Center in Tacoma, WA. The 
theme is communicating 
Spatial Knowledge.”

The Florida URISA chap-
ter has a new board! FLU-
RISA is actively supporting 
the three regional GIS groups 
(SHRUG, CFGIS Workshop 
and SF GIS Expo) by mak-
ing available URISA certified 
workshops and developing 
Leadership coordination 
across the State. The regional 
support and the leadership 
efforts are just some of the 
many components unveiled 
in the work plan proposed 
by the new board.

URISA Remembers Mike Lovett
Mike Lovett, our good friend 
and beloved URISA member, 
leader and mentor passed 
away on Thursday, September 
8, 2011 after a long illness.

Mike was so devoted 
to URISA and its mission to 
provide quality educational 
opportunities to GIS 
professionals. He was 
URISA’s own Superhero!

Mike served as a 
member and chair of numerous URISA committees; was 
elected to the URISA Board of Directors in 2008; taught 
and developed URISA Certified Workshops; served on 
the annual conference committee for years, including 
program chair (New Orleans, 2008) and conference chair 
(Anaheim, 2009); was instrumental in the development 
of the URISA Leadership Academy; and also was an active 
member and officer of the Florida Chapter of URISA.

Mike was a GISP and a cheerleader for the GIS 
Certification Institute encouraging everyone to apply for 
professional certification.

A worthy recipient, Mike was honored with 
numerous service awards over the years, most recently 
being honored with the Barbara Hirsch Special Service 
Award (2010 in Orlando).

Professionally, Mike also excelled. He was a Senior 
Project Manager for CDM since 1989.

Mike wanted to serve URISA and the profession so 
strongly, that he actually lobbied the URISA Nominating 
Committee to put him on the ballot. In his submission, 
he wrote, “Remember we need to keep bringing our new 
generation into the fold and we will be here to help them 
help themselves. God willing so will I.” 

A service to Celebrate Mike’s Life took place in 
Orlando on Monday, September 12. Several of Mike’s 
URISA peers and friends, and a couple URISA staff 
members were able to attend to celebrate Mike. The 
minister mentioned URISA in his remarks. Even he knew 
how important URISA was in Mike’s life! To read more 
about Mike and his impact on URISA, visit http://www.
urisa.org/lovett 
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Welcome New URISA Members

Betty Abang, Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, Entebbe, Wakiso, Uganda

George Acire, Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, Entebbe, Wakiso, Uganda

Parveen Aggarwal, GISP, Oman 
Telecommunications Company SAOG, Ruwi, 
Muscat, Oman

Kevin Alexander, Fort Collins, CO 
Bienvenido Alonzo, CALIBRE, Barstow, CA 
Ghermay Araya, New Light Technologies Inc, 

Washington, DC 
Christopher Archer, Radius Technology Group, 

Silver Spring, MD 
Micah Babinski, Hopelink, Bellevue, WA 
Suzanne Baehr, GeoResources, Bakersfield, CA 
Kristin Bailey, GISP, FedEx Ground, Pittsburgh, PA 
Emily Banar, GISP, Sumter County Assessor’s Office, 

Sumter, SC 
Keanan Bell, WRScompass, Valrico, FL 
James Bentley, Student, Lawrenceville, NJ 
Ian Birnie, GISP, WorldView Solutions Inc., 

Richmond, VA 
David Blan, NW Natural Gas, Portland, OR 
Jason Bone, URS, Sacramento, CA 
Bob Booth, R C Booth GIS Analysis, Cleveland, OH 
Janis Bowles, Schneider Corporation, Spirit Lake, IA 
Jason Braunberger, EERC, Grand Forks, ND
Mary Broughton, EnergySolutions, Oak Ridge, TN 
Joseph Carter, MoDOT, Moberly, MO 
Steven Chozick, Department of Planning and 

Zoning, Alexandria, VA 
Nicalaus Christiansen, GISP, Hamilton County, 

Noblesville, IN 
Jaclyn Clayton, NAVFAC Marianas, SANTA RITA, GU 
Della Clish, Parkland County, Parkland County, AB, 

Canada
Chandler Coleman, Consultant, Boise, ID 
Joshua Cook, TomTom, Saint Paul, MN 
John Cooke, Virginia Department of 

Transportation, Fredericksburg, VA 
Ben Curry, AB, Canada
Samantha Curtin, Radius Technology Group, Silver 

Spring, MD 
Michael Davis, IUPUI, Indianapolis, IN 
Aaron de Boer, City of Brampton, Brampton, ON, 

Canada

Bernadette de Leon, Indiana University, 
Bloomington, Bloomington, IN 

Steve Dearborn, Town of Markham, Markham, 
ON, Canada

Jessica Deegan, Minnesota Housing Finance 
Agency, Saint Paul, MN 

Andries DeHaan, US Army Corps of Engineers, 
Mandeville, LA 

Eric Dietmeier, Highland Community College / 
University of Colorado at Denver, Freeport, IL 

George DiTullio, Massachusetts Port Authority, 
Salisbury, MA 

Lewis Drake, Dallas, TX 
Lynn Dupont, GISP, Regional Planning 

Commission, New Orleans, LA 
Paul Dziemiela, Kensington, MA 
Mark Ehle, Tippecanoe County, Anderson, IN 
Thomas Elder, GISP, City of Phoenix, Phoenix, AZ 
Mai Elgazar, dokki, Giza, Egypt
Glenn Emanuel, GISP, Central Arizona Project, 

Phoenix, AZ 
Mircea Enache, EMI Systems, Inc, Bethesda, MD 
Nora Evans, Austin Police Department, Austin, TX 
Pearson, Farnsworth, GISP, Agile Geospatial Inc., 

Calgary, AB, Canada
Daniel Ficker, SFPUC, San Francisco, CA 
Virginia Fowler, City of Chesapeake, VA, 

Chesapeake, VA 
Nicole George, Malone Given Parsons Ltd., 

Markham, ON, Canada
Estella Geraghty, MD, MS, MPH, GISP, University 

of California - Davis, Rancho Cordova, CA 
Jason Getz, Kimley Horn and Associates, Phoenix, 

AZ 
Francois Goulet, Mille-Isles, QC, Canada
Valrie Grant, GISP, GeoTechVision Enterprises 

Limited, Kingston, Jamaica
Barton Griesenauer, GISP, Hamilton County, 

Noblesville, IN 
Cindy Hamfler, Fairbanks, AK 
Leon Hicks, Boyle, MS 
William Holder, GISP, Kosciusko County, Warsaw, IN 
Chad Hoover, GISP, Steuben County, IN, Angola, 

IN 
Steven Howe, Huntington, NY
Lillian Huffman, Marietta, GA 

Alia Johnson, Shannon and Wilson Inc., Lake 
Oswego, OR 

Ross Johnson, City of Ryde, Ryde, NSW, Australia
Diane Judkins, GISP, WorldView Solutions, 

Richmond, VA 
Erik Keethe, ECORP Consulting Inc., Rocklin, CA 
Nathan Kempf, Wilson & Company, Albuquerque, 

NM 
Jennifer Kerry, Spencerport, NY 
Eugene Kersey, Gabarus, NS, Canada
Renee King, Maryland Department of Planning, 

Owings Mills, MD 
Jared Koepsell, Highlands Ranch, CO 
Jan Krysa, Northeastern Illinois University, Chicago, IL 
Julie Kusic, FedEx Ground, Pittsburgh, PA 
Levi Ladd, Kleinschmidt Associates, Saint Albans, ME 
Candy Lam, The Weather Network, Toronto, ON, 

Canada
Mike Leask, Edmonton, AB, Canada
Delwin Leung, Arcadia, CA 
Jonathan Levy, Honolulu, HI 
John Madigan, New Light Technologies, Inc., 

Greenbelt, MD 
Reese Madrid, Aquacarta, Chicago, IL 
Eric Marquardt, GISP, Arlington Heights, IL 
Akilah Martin, Chicago, IL 
Timothy Mather, InfoMaption Inc., Fort Collins, CO 
Vincent Mattes, Midland, TX 
Lance McCartney, BAE Systems, Ramona, CA 
Ann McClellan, LaGrange, GA 
Carol McClellan, RWDI, Guelph, ON, Canada
Mathew McCormack, I.M.A.G.I.S., Indianapolis, IN 
Lisa McCullough, City of San Jacinto, San Jacinto, CA 
Tracy McKee, City of Charleston, Charleston, SC 
Ryan McKenna, Richmond Hill, ON, Canada
Khalid Mehmood, University of Calgary, Innisfail, 

AB, Canada
Juan Carlos Molina, Canadian Urban Institute, 

Mississauga, ON, Canada
Stan Moriya, Cupertino, CA 
Gregory Mueller, GISP, City of Paducah, Melber, 

KY 
Carrie Muenks, The MITRE Corporation, McLean, VA 
Berkley Myers, Kleinfelder, Inc., Hanover, MD 
David Nail, GISP, US Geological Survey, 

Indianapolis, IN 
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Aaron Nelson, Marshall University, Wurtland, KY 
Gayle Neufeld, Fairbanks, AK 
Andrew Newell, Radius Technology Group, Silver 

Spring, MD 
Jared Newell, CDM, Brookline, MA 
Jennifer Oblinger, Rosamond, CA 
Joshua Obrecht, GISP, Iowa State University, Ames, 

IA 
Dave Overstrom, GISP, GISi, Wetherfield, CT 
Andrew Pappas, MESH, Indianapolis, IN 
Fawaz Patta, DHAHRAN, EASTERN PROVINCE, 

Saudi Arabia
Douglas Paulson, City of New Orleans - ITI, New 

Orleans, LA 
Scott Perkins, GISP, Wilson & Company, Kansas 

City, MO 
Katherine Phipps, City of Cookeville, Crossville, TN 
Samuel Piel, Hanover Engineering Associates, Inc., 

Saylorsburg, PA 
Matthew Piepenburg, Jefferson County PSD, 

Kearneysville, WV 
Husni Qurt, University of New Orleans, Metairie, LA 
VirgilMihai, Radulescu, BAIA MARE, MARAMURES, 

Romania
Shirley Rambeau, US Army Corps of Engineers, 

New Orleans, LA 
David Ramirez, Water Resource Associates, Tampa, FL 
Steve Ramroop, GISP, Troy University, Troy, AL 
Roy Rathbun, National Geospatial-Intelligence 

Agency, APO, AE 
Mark Rees, GISP, St Charles County, Wentzville, MO 
William Reininger, CenturyLink Inc., Lakewood, CO 
Keith Reynolds, Brandon, FL 
Terri Ricks, City of Meridian, Meridian, ID 
Emily Ring, BioGraphics, Cave Junction, OR 
Aura Rocha, Stantec, Calgary, AB, Canada
Heather Roesink, Noble Energy, Inc., Denver, CO 
Jacob Rothberger, USACE, Fort Worth, TX 
Dave Rynerson, New Jersey Transit, Newark, NJ 
Vivian Sanchez, GISP, Naval Facilities Engineering 

Command, San Diego, CA 
Greg Sanders, Chicago Metropolitan Agency for 

Planning (CMAP), Chicago, IL 
Luther Sanders, GISP, City of Jefferson, Columbia, 

MO, 
Kimberly Scheller, CDM, Irvine, CA 
Jean-Mae Scott, Salisbury University, Baltimore, 

MD 
Leon Scott, Town of Dedham, Dedham, MA 
Monique Sham Poo, Barataria, St. George’s West, 

Trinidad and Tobago
Larry Shubat, GISP, University of Akron, 

Uniontown, OH 

Lenza Smith, GISP, Montgomery County, Dayton, 
OH 

Stu Smith, Olympia, WA 
Damilola Sonoiki, Dotted Eyes Ltd, Bromsgrove, 

United Kingdom
Patrick, Soto, GISP, Los Angeles County 

Metropolitan Transportation Authority, Los 
Angeles, CA 

Jim Sparks, State of Indiana, Indianapolis, IN 
Archana Srivastava, Stantec, Calgary, AB, Canada
Michelle Stanford, Greene County EMA, 

Leakesville, MS 
Bruce Stauffer, geographIT, Lancaster, PA 
Jan Sterling, City of Aurora, Colorado, USA, Aurora, 

CO 
Caitlin Stone, Boardwalk Pipelines, Abita Springs, LA 
Jim Stout, IMAGIS, Indianapolis, IN 
Maria Suarez, BasLee Engineering Solutions, Inc, 

Temple Terrace, FL 
Ashley Summers, GISP, Texas Parks & Wildlife, 

Austin, TX 
Lawrence Theller, Purdue University, Battle 

Ground, IN 

Sonja Thiede, GISP, Kings River Conservation 
District, Fresno, CA 

Joseph Turcott, Missouri City, TX 
Sarah Valenta, Seattle, WA 
Melissa,Vivari, Radius Technology Group, Silver 

Spring, MD 
Kimberly Wasilewski, Microsoft, Louisville, CO 
John Watson, Cenovus Energy Inc., Calgary, AB, 

Canada
Whitney Webster, Odessa, TX 
Brendan Wesdock, GeoDecisions, Suffolk, VA 
Michael Williams, Realtime Surveys, Lake Charles, LA 
James Wilson, GISP, Pace, FL 
Jason Woods, City of Columbus - GIS Division, 

Columbus, GA 
Stephanie Woods, La Jolla, CA 
Philip Worrall, GISP, Indiana Geographic 

Information Council, Indianapolis, IN 
Desmond Woyome, New Carrollton, MD 
Michael Yaffe, Pinelands Commission, Edgewater 

Park, NJ 
Michael Yanchuk, Providence, RI 

pLATINUm cORpORATE SpONSOR
Esri

GOLD cORpORATE SpONSOR
CDM - Camp Dresser & McKee Inc.

SILVER cORpORATE SpONSORS
Data Transfer Solutions

Pictometry

FEDERAL AGENcY SpONSOR
US Census Bureau

bRONZE cORpORATE SpONSORS
Manatron Inc

Merrick & Company
Milsoft Utility Solutions Inc

The Sidwell Company
Valtus Imagery Services

bUSINESS SpONSORS
24GIS

GeoTechVision Enterprises Limited
GIS Innovations Ltd

GPC Global Information Solutions 
H. Davis Cole & Associates, LLC

Highland Mapping Inc
North River Geographic Systems Inc.

Spatial Focus Inc
Wellar Consulting Inc



Platinum Corporate 
Sponsor

Esri 
380 New York St
Redlands, CA 92373
Phone: (909) 793-2853
www.esri.com
info@esri.com
Since 1969, Esri® has been helping 
organizations map and model our world. 
Esri’s GIS software tools and meth-
odologies enable them to effectively 
analyze and manage their geographic 
information and make better decisions.  
They are supported by our experienced 
and knowledgeable staff and extensive 
network of business partners and inter-
national distributors. 
A full-service GIS company, Esri supports 
the implementation of GIS technology 
on the desktop, servers, online services, 
and mobile devices. These GIS solutions 
are flexible, customizable, and easy to 
use.
Esri software is used by hundreds of 
thousands of organizations who apply 
GIS to solve problems and make our 
world a better place to live. We pay 
close attention to our users to ensure 
they have the best tools possible to 
accomplish their missions.  A compre-
hensive suite of training options offered 
worldwide helps our users fully leverage 
their GIS.
Esri is a socially conscious business, ac-
tively supporting organizations involved 
in education, conservation, sustainable 
development, and humanitarian affairs.

Gold Corporate Sponsor

CDM 
50 Hampshire Street 
One Cambridge Place 
Cambridge, MA 02139 
Phone: (617) 452-6353 
www.cdm.com
lovettm@cdm.com

CDM provides professional consulting 
services that address every phase of the 
GIS lifecycle. We offer a wide range of 
services to public, private, and utility cli-
ents; including planning, data conversion, 
organizational development, applications 
development, systems integration, and 
program management. Our project teams 
help define GIS requirements, establish 
appropriate funding vehicles, design 
network and data infrastructure, and 
build spatially-enabled productivity tools. 
CDM has over 3,700 staff in more than 100 
offices worldwide.

Silver Corporate Sponsors

Data Transfer Solutions 
3680 Avalon Park Blvd East, Suite 200
Orlando, FL 32828
Phone: (407) 382-5222
www.dtsgis.com 
aibaugh@dtsgis.com
The strength of DTS is our people and 
their ideas. Our clients come to us for 
customized solutions to solve their 
unique challenges. DTS is a leader in 
Asset Management, Geographic Infor-
mation Systems, and Transportation 
Planning. We are a federally recognized 
small business. Headquartered in Or-
lando, Florida, DTS truly has established 
itself as a leader in our field nationwide. 
The firm has expanded across the coun-
try with offices in Fort Collins, Colorado, 
Charlotte, North Carolina, and San 
Antonio, Texas. We develop solutions 
for public and private entities and have 
worked at all levels of state and local 
government.

Pictometry 
International 
100 Town Centre Dr, Suite A 
Rochester, NY 14623 
Phone: (585) 739-1854 
www.pictometry.com  
scott.sherwood@pictometry.com 
Pictometry International Corp. is a lead-

ing provider of geo-referenced, aerial 
image libraries and related software. 
Pictometry has captured nearly 130 
million digital aerial images which 
represent more than 80 percent of the 
United States population and all major 
U.S. markets. Using its proprietary imag-
ing process, Pictometry captures geo-
referenced, high-resolution orthogonal 
(straight down view) and oblique 
(captured at an angle) imagery within 
which structures and land features can 
be measured. Pictometry customizes 
and markets these technologies for gov-
ernment and commercial applications. 
Pictometry’s standard oblique imagery 
includes second order visualization tools 
that do not produce authoritative or 
definitive information (surveying).

Federal Agency Sponsor

U.S. Census Bureau
4600 Silver Hill Road 
Washington, DC 20233
www.census.gov/
The Census Bureau serves as the leading 
source of quality data about the na-
tion’s people and economy. We honor 
privacy, protect confidentiality, share our 
expertise globally, and conduct our work 
openly. We are guided on this mission by 
our strong and capable workforce, our 
readiness to innovate, and our abiding 
commitment to our customers.

Bronze Corporate Sponsors

Manatron Inc.
510 East Milham Ave. 
Portage, MI 49002 
Phone: (800) 666-5300
www.manatron.com 
info@manatron.com
With over 1,600 clients in 41 states and 
over 30 countries internationally, Mana-
tron is a leading global, property-centric 
company. With 40 plus years of innovative 
software and system development break-

throughs for local and state governments, 
Manatron’s flagship solution � GRM � is an 
integrated suite of Government Revenue 
& Records Management web-based 
property recording, assessment and tax 
software products.

Manatron designs, develops, markets 
and supports a family of web-based and 
client-server application property soft-
ware products for state and local gov-
ernments. Manatron’s products support 
back-office processes for governmental 
jurisdictions, while helping them also 
meet the broader needs of tax payers, 
industry professionals and businesses via 
eGovernment and Internet applications.

Merrick & Company
2450 South Peoria Street 
Aurora, CO 80014 
Phone: (303) 751-0741 
www.merrick.com  
gis@merrick.com
Merrick & Company provides compre-
hensive, client-focused land information 
services, including image acquisition 
(aerial and satellite), GPS Surveying, 
digital photogrammetry, Light Detection 
and Ranging (LIDAR), digital imaging, 
digital orthophotography processing, 
LiDAR software tools (MARS®), GIS da-
tabase design and application program-
ming. Merrick’s primary markets include 
city/county, federal government, electric 
utilities, engineering design firms and 
pipeline operators. Merrick’s GIS/Sur-
vey/Photogrammetry Core Team utilizes 
leading edge processes and technologies 
to cost-effectively tailor data collection, 
editing and translation to meet any 
specifications and GIS format require-
ment. The company’s services frequently 
involve custom application program-
ming, integrating the most efficient 
hardware and software systems.

2011 Sponsor Directory
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Milsoft Utility 
Solutions Inc
4400 Buffalo Gap Rd Ste 5150 
Abilene, TX 79606
Phone: (800) 344-5647
Sharla.milliorn@milsoft.com
www.milsoft.com
Milsoft Utility Solutions has provided 
powerful software for power system 
professionals for more than two decades. 
Electric utilities can pick from a suite of 
solutions including Electric T&D Model-
ing and Analysis, Outage Management, 
Electric Utility GIS & Field Engineering, 
and Interactive Voice Response. Milsoft’s 
support and service is simply outstanding 
and unwavering. Milsoft leads its industry 
with a customer base of more than 1,000 
electrical utilities, educational institutions 
and consultants in the United States and 
abroad. There’s never been a better time 
to try Milsoft Utility Solutions.

The Sidwell Company
675 Sidwell Court 
St. Charles, Illinois 60174-3492 
Phone: (877) SIDWELL (877-743-9355) 
Phone: (630) 549-1000 
www.sidwellco.com 
info@sidwellco.com
The Sidwell Company is an industry 
leader of GIS solutions for cadastral map-
ping and land-records management, 
and a provider of aerial photography, 
software development, and photogram-
metric services. Already well established 
in the Midwest as a regional firm, 
Sidwell has become a name recognized 
on the national GIS level with the success 
of their Parcel Builder™ product. Parcel 
Builder is an extension to ESRI®’s flag-
ship GIS software, ArcGIS® 10. Sidwell 
has been recognized as a Foundation 
Partner by ESRI multiple times (in 2003 
and 2008), which serves as testimony to 
the company’s commitment to providing 
premier GIS solutions and services using 
ESRI technology.

Valtus Imagery 
Services 
212, 5438-11th St NE 
Calgary, AB T2E 7E9 Canada 
Ph: 403-539-9543 
www.valtus.com 
tammy.peterson@valtus.com 
Valtus Imagery Services provides 
end-to-end solutions for the storage, 
management and delivery of geospatial 
information in the form of aerial & satel-
lite imagery and LiDAR data, helping 
government and commercial users gain a 

better understanding of the geographies 
they serve. Various access options are 
available, allowing customers to choose 
the method most conducive to their 
structure and environment.

Business Sponsors

24 GIS
Office in Kielce Poland: Ul. �w. St. Leon-
arda 1/6, 25-311 Kielce Poland
TEL: (41) 307-38-07
Office in Warsaw, Poland: Ul. K�pna 2B/9, 
03-730 Warszawa Poland
TEL: (22) 662-11-17
E-MAIL: kontakt@24gis.pl or 24gis.kon-
takt@gmail.com
Primary Contact: Jerzy Kisiel
http://www.24gis.pl/
The company’s mission is to provide reli-
able 24GIS services related to consulting, 
analytics and data acquisition in the 
creation and use of spatial information 
systems for public institutions, business 
and academics.

GIS Innovations Ltd.
310-1200 W 73rd Ave 
Vancouver, BC V6P 6G5 Canada
www.gis-innovations.bc.ca
bobj@gis-innovations.bc.ca 
GIS Innovations Ltd. was incorporated in 
July of 1993 with a mission statement: to 
help customers succeed with GIS technol-
ogy. The principal, Bob Janowicz, has been 
working in GIS since 1985. In fact, most 
of our team has been involved with GIS 
related technologies since before 1990. 
GIS Innovations Ltd flagship product is 
the Road Atlas of BC. GIS Innovations has 
wealth of skill and expertise at integrating 
and validating GIS data, especially address 
and street related data. GIS Innovations 
also works with a collection of local con-
sultants in projects related to land and/or 
environmental planning studies.

GPC-Global 
Information Solutions
P O Box 129060 
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates 
Tel: + 971 2 666 6574 
http://www.gpc-gis.ae, Email: admin-
gpc@gpc-gis.ae 
Based in Abu Dhabi, UAE, GPC Global 
Information Solutions LLC (GPC-GIS), 
was launched in 2008 by the Geographic 
Planning Collaborative, Inc. (GPC) to 
specialize in the delivery of geospatial 
information services to the MENA 
Region. By harnessing more than 25 
years experience of GPC partners, we 
provide consulting services in Geospatial 

Information Technology and Services 
(GITS), Spatial Data Infrastructure (SDI), 
Geospatial Education, Location Based 
Services and Information Management 
for a wide variety of organizations and 
projects in the region.

H Davis Cole and 
Associates LLC
2321 North Hullen Street, Suite B 
Metairie, Louisiana 70001
Phone: (504) 836-2020
akesler@hdaviscole.com 
www.hdaviscole.com 
H. Davis Cole & Associates, LLC (HDCA) 
was founded in 2006 on the principle 
of providing exceptional client service 
through performance, quality and 
teamwork. HDCA is a full-service civil and 
environmental engineering consulting 
firm providing a wide array of services to 
both public and private sector clients. In 
addition, HDCA offers project and com-
munity planning through the gulf coast 
region. Through project and community 
planning, HDCA provides GIS consulting 
services including data collection, data 
conversion, mapping, spatial analysis, 
cartographic development, and photo-
grammetric services.  

Highland Mapping Inc.
PO Box 2124 
Banner Elk, NC 28604
Phone: (828) 898-7720
www.highlandmapping.com
tiffany@highlandmapping.com
Highland Mapping, Inc. is a GIS consult-
ing and custom mapping firm based in 
western North Carolina. We utilize GIS 
technology to help our clients increase 
productivity, make better business deci-
sions, and create competitive advantage.

North River 
Geographic Systems, 
Inc.
215 Jarnigan Ave 
Chattanooga, TN 37405 
Phone: (423) 653-3611 
www.northrivergeographic.com 
rjhale@northrivergeographic.com
North River Geographic Systems, Inc. is 
a Geographic Information Systems and 
Services Company located in southeast 
Tennessee. Although in business for just 
over two years, we bring over 15 years 
experience in the GIS/Mapping industry. 

NRGS has provided an array of services 
such as GIS consulting, spatial analysis, 
and cartography to an array of public and 
private organizations. Being a small com-
pany and Esri business partner gives us 
the ability to keep costs low and solutions 
innovative. Please give us a call/email if 
you have any questions.

Spatial Focus, Inc.
6813 40th Ave 
University Park, MD 20782 
Phone: (301) 277-2006 
Fax:   (404) 806-6257 
info@spatialfocus.com 
www.spatialfocus.com 
Spatial Focus, Inc. is an independent 
consulting firm, specializing in planning, 
design, implementation and technical ser-
vices in the field of geographic information 
systems. Spatial Focus, Inc. was formed to 
offer a new standard for vendor-indepen-
dent technical and consulting services in 
geographic information of all kinds. Any 
enterprise, public or private, connects to its 
resources using geographic information. 
Addresses name places, and land records 
describe areas. Census and electoral geog-
raphies, postal zones, sales territories and 
delivery routes are all geographic informa-
tion. Management of that information is 
the key to leveraging resources with spatial 
focus. Organized in 1998 as an Alabama 
corporation, Spatial Focus, Inc. specializes 
in integrating geographic information 
throughout public and private enterprises, 
giving them spatial focus.

Wellar Consulting 
Principal: Barry Wellar, BA, MS, PhD, 
MCIP, GISP 
Ottawa, ON Canada 
Phone: (613) 728-3483 
www.wellarconsulting.com
wellarb@uottawa.ca
Wellar Consulting services include design 
and evaluation of education and training 
courses and currricula for GISystems and GI-
Science programs; advice and workshops on 
the development of quantitative measures 
to assess information system and transpor-
tation system performance; critical reviews 
of IS and GIS RFPs; seminars on the safety 
and security aspects of interdependent 
infrastructures; professional opinion on 
land use planning and zoning issues; and, 
expert opinion on liability for safety-related 
incidents involving pedestrians, cyclists, 
and motor vehicle operators.

For information about URISA Sponsorship, please visit: http://www.urisa.org/
sponsorship or contact Wendy Nelson at URISA Headquarters.
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Mark 
Your 
Calendar!

November 1-4, 2011
GIS-Pro 2011: URISA’s 49th Annual 
Conference for GIS Professionals
Indianapolis, Indiana

November 16, 2011
GIS Day 2011

march 12-15, 2012
GIS/CAMA Technologies Conference
San Antonio, Texas

April 11-13, 2012
2012 CalGIS Conference
Sacramento, California

August 2012 
URISA/NENA Addressing Conference
Memphis, Tennessee

October 1-4, 2012
GIS-Pro 2012: URISA’s 50th Annual 
Conference for GIS Professionals
Portland, Oregon

November 12-16, 2012
URISA’s Caribbean GIS Conference
Montego Bay, Jamaica

PRESIDENT
Cy Smith, GISP-State of Oregon
cy.smith@state.or.us

PRESIDENT-ELECT
Greg Babinski, GISP-King County GIS Center
greg.babinski@kingcounty.gov

IMMEDIATE PAST-PRESIDENT
Kathrine Cargo, GISP-Orleans Parish 
Communication District
kcargo@911nola.org

SECRETARY
Twyla McDermott, GISP-City of Charlotte 
(NC)
tmcdermott@ci.charlotte.nc.us

TREASURER
Clare Brown, GISP-New Orleans Regional 
Planning Commission, New Orleans, LA 
cbrown@norpc.org

Carl Anderson, GISP-Spatial Focus, Inc. (MD)
carl.anderson@vadose.org

Tom Conry- Fairfax County (VA)
Thomas.conry@fairfaxcounty.gov

David DiBiase, Esri (CA)
ddibiase@esri.com

Nancy Obermeyer, GISP – Indiana State 
University 
njobie28@kiva.net

Karen RM Stewart, GISP-ESRI Canada, 
Vancouver, BC
kstewart@esricanada.com

Christopher Thomas – Esri (CA)
cthomas@esri.com

THE GIS PROFESSIONAL
A publication of URISA – The 
Association for GIS Professionals.
URISA is a non-profit professional 
and educational association that 
promotes the effective and ethical 
use of spatial information and 
information technologies for the 
understanding and management 
of urban and regional systems. It 
is a multidisciplinary association 
where professionals from all parts 
of the spatial data community can 
come together and share concerns 
and ideas.

URISA Headquarters
701 Lee Street, Suite 680
Des Plaines, IL 60016
Phone (847) 824-6300
Fax (847) 824-6363 
info@urisa.org
www.urisa.org

Submissions
Managing Editor – Wendy Nelson,  
Executive Director,  
wnelson@urisa.org
Technology Editor –  
Comfort Manyame, GISP,  
cmanyame@mselectric.com
Trends Editor – Keri Shearer, GISP,  
giscommunity@gmail.com

RFP Distribution

URISA members, remember that URISA will distribute your RFP/RFQ 
announcements to our corporate and business members at no charge. 
Simply email your announcement to info@urisa.org (Subject: RFP Service) 
and we’ll send it right out for you!
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mailto:wnelson@urisa.org
mailto:cmanyame@mselectric.com
mailto:giscommunity%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:info%40urisa.org?subject=

	Finding Work in a Down Economy 
	GIS Time-Slices, Digital Media Over Time 
	The Land Record/GIS Integration Initiative
	Engaging Inner City Youth through Community Participatory Mapping
	President’s Column
	Book Review
	URISA Announces 2011 Exemplary Systems in Government Award Winners
	My Commute Project Fact File
	URISA 2011 Election Results Announced
	Chapter Corner
	Welcome New URISA Members
	2011 Sponsor Directory 
	Mark  Your Calendar!

